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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FLUSHING TOWN HALL OFFERS HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS 

Flushing, NY – This Holiday Season, Flushing Town Hall is offering an exciting programming schedule featuring critically acclaimed, world-renowned performers. Throughout the month of December, Flushing Town Hall is delivering the gift of these unique holiday programs, which appeal to all  cultures, interests and ages, right to the community’s doorstep.

A Hanukkah Celebration

The Klez Dispensers

Sunday, December 6, 2009 at 2:00 PM 

Ticket Prices: $15/$12 Members; $12 Children/$10 Member Children
Celebrate Hanukkah with a bouncing American-style klezmer concert that blends traditional holiday songs, Yiddish swing, and the band's original arrangements that highlight their versatile improvisational skills and fun personalities. 

The Klez Dispensers are fresh and daring. They've been dishing up their signature state-of-the-art, swinging American-style klezmer since their college days. Audiences can't get enough of their exciting performances, impeccable arrangements and versatile improvisations. The band's repertoire includes classic klezmer, Yiddish swing and original compositions. Individually, each Dispenser is an accomplished musician contributing skill, personality and artistry to the group. Their sensitive blend of old world and downtown appeals to all generations.

The Klez Dispensers have crammed their sound into New York nooks such as Satalla, Makor, Tonic, and CBGB's, filled Lincoln Center's Damrosch Park, the Montreal International Jazz Festival, and the Cape May Music Festival, and lent their joyful noise to countless celebrations and festivals. The opening track of their second album, "New Jersey Freylekhs," was included on the compilation "Celebrate Klezmer," and two other tracks were featured in the award-winning film "The Tribe." Critical acclaim of "New Jersey Freylekhs" appeared in The Forward and the July 2004 edition of All About Jazz - New York. The album was awarded Best Klezmer Album at the Just Plain Folks 2006 Music Awards.

Formed in 1998, the band is an eight-piece ensemble comprising clarinet, trumpet, saxophone, violin, piano, bass, drums and vocals.

A Christmas Celebration
The Nutcracker

Sunday, December 13, 2009 from 2 pm to 3 pm and Saturday, December 19, 2009 from 2 pm to 3pm

Ticket Prices: $15/$12 Members; $12 Children/$10 Member Children

Tchaikovsky's holiday music comes to life as Ballet for Young Audiences introduces children to the story of Clara's Nutcracker. He turns into a prince and takes her to visit the Enchanted Forest with its magical dancing snowflakes and the wondrously beautiful Sugarplum Fairy in the Kingdom of the Sweets.

Ballet for Young Audiences
Whatever could compare to the enchantment of the first time a youngster visits the ballet. A dream story only imagined is suddenly brought to life through music, dance, beautiful costumes and light. Ballet for Young Audiences is dedicated precisely to this idea, to introducing the magic of dance to youngsters of all ages. Their repertory offers a wide variety of ballets in the universal combined languages of music, dance and the spoken word.

Ballet for Young Audiences was established in 1985 and is dedicated to reaching youngsters of all ages and backgrounds to stimulate their cultural growth by exposing them to different areas of theater, particularly dance as it transcends all economic and language barriers. Ballet for Young Audiences began as an adjunct company to the Rockefellers Traveling Playhouse. The Nutcracker, BYA's first offering, was an enormous success and the following year Cinderella was added. Over the next several years BYA became a separate entity, appearing before more and more audiences until in 1991 it added an association with Theaterworks USA. The company integrates dance, music and the spoken word. 

A Kwanzaa Celebration

Bakithi Kumalo

Sunday, December 20, 2009 at 2 pm

Ticket Prices: $15/$12 Members/$12 Children/$10 Member Children
Celebrate the rhythms and melodies of South Africa and Kwanzaa with this Grammy Award-winning bassist, composer and vocalist who has collaborated with Paul Simon, Laurie Anderson, Cyndi Lauper, Herbie Hancock, Chaka Khan and others. Thought of by many as the most talented living bassist, Kumalo possesses a unique musical style reflecting influences from around the world including South African traditional folk, contemporary jazz, and salsa. 

Bakithi Kumalo's Overcoming Aprtheid to Conquer the World
Originally from Johannesburg, South Africa, Bakithi Kumalo is a noted South African multi-instrumentalist who first came to the attention of the American public in 1986, following the release of Paul Simon's epochal "Graceland" album, where his precise and sinuous bass lines thundered out a death-knell for apartheid and made critics around the world sit up and take notice.

Bakithi grew up in Johannesburg's notorious yet celebrated Soweto township. He began filling in for his uncle's bass player as a small child, embarking on an 18-month tour of Zululand at age 10. Upon his return to Soweto, the young prodigy began to accumulate studio gigs but record companies were exploitative and money was tight. Despite these obstacles, Bakithi had achieved a major rep by 1985, when Paul Simon came calling. It was decided that "Graceland" should be completed in New York and today, Bakithi lives in the USA and maintains a busy schedule. Aside from his ongoing relationship with Simon, he has recorded and/or toured with Gloria Estefan, Herbie Hancock, Ruben Rada, Harry Belefonte, Paul Winters, Miriam Makeba, Eileen Ivers, Grover Washington Jr., Vieux Diop, Laurie Anderson, Angelique Kidjo, Jon Secada, Hugh Masekela, Chaka Khan, Samite, Mickey Hart, and Brazil's Chico Caesar.

The 2009 Holiday Programs are made possible by generous support from the National Endowment for the Arts; New York State Council on the Arts; NYC Department of Cultural Affairs; Con Edison; TD Bank; HSBC Bank, USA; Astoria Federal Savings; Roslyn Savings Foundation; and Target Foundation.

Flushing Council on Culture and the Arts (FCCA) is a revitalizing force for its community, and a creative catalyst for developing and promoting the arts throughout the Borough of Queens in New York City. Each year, FCCA presents an array of high-quality visual and performing arts programs and educational activities at Flushing Town Hall (which it operates on behalf of the City of New York), as well as providing vital services to local artists, arts organizations and community residents. FCCA is a member of New York City’s Cultural Institution Group and an Affiliate Member of the Smithsonian Institution. FCCA is located at 137-35 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11354. For information, visit: www.flushingtownhall.org, or call the box office: (718) 463-7700, ext. 222. 
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