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FLUSHING TOWN HALL’S 2010 GALA

APRIL 22, 2010 AT 6 P.M.

 HONORING

HON. JOHN LIU, THE JIM HENSON FOUNDATION REPRESENTED BY PRESIDENT CHERYL HENSON, CLYDE C. BULLARD, AND 

MICHELLE MIAO 

WHO: 
            Comptroller of the City of New York, The Honorable John Liu


   The Jim Henson Foundation represented by President Cheryl Henson


   Jazz Producer Clyde C. Bullard


   Assistant Director of the Mayor’s Office of Contract Services Michelle Miao


   Flushing Town Hall’s Executive and Artistic Director Ellen Kodadek


   Flushing Town Hall’s Board of Trustees


   Elected Officials

WHAT: 
On April 22, 2010 at 6 p.m. Flushing Town Hall/Flushing Council on Culture & the Arts will hold its Annual Gala at Flushing Town Hall. Located in the most culturally diverse county in the nation, Flushing Town Hall is truly a “crossroads.” The magic of the Hall’s diversity, arts and community will be celebrated at the Gala through a mosaic of entertainment and cuisines. The Gala will honor Comptroller of the City of New York, The Honorable John Liu; Flushing Town Hall Jazz Producer Clyde Bullard; The Jim Henson Foundation, Cheryl Henson, President; and Assistant Director of the Mayor’s Office of Contract Services, Michelle Miao. Each of these honorees has played an instrumental role in making Flushing Town Hall the valuable cultural resource it is today for the city of New York and the borough of Queens.

Celebrating arts, education, community and service, this year’s Gala entertainment reflects the unique interests of its honorees. Mixing and re-mixing both classical and popular art forms - jazz, puppetry, Chinese dance, Broadway musical theater - the evening offers up a contemporary vaudeville, hosted by world class magician, Peter Samelson. Named “the soft-spoken conceptualist of sorcery” by The New York Times, the illusionist/philosopher has garnered praise from Off Broadway to the Great Wall of China. A featured performer in New York’s longest running magic show, Monday Night Magic, he’ll introduce a roster of  “star turns” as diverse as Queens itself.  Among them, students from the Daniel Carter Beard School (JHS 189), which has been supported by Cultural After-School Adventure (CASA) funding from Comptroller Liu, will be performing a short selection of music from their spring production of Music Man Jr. Jazz saxophonist Charles Davis who jazz critic Ben Ratliffe calls “the kind of musician worth paying attention to,” will perform with his quartet and guest singer Antoinette Montague.  Students from Flushing’s Yana Yu Ballet School will provide a taste of traditional Chinese dance, and special guest, dancer/choreographer David Neumann, will humorously combine music, dance, theater and puppetry to acknowledge the variety of art forms that appear on the stage of Flushing Town Hall and make the landmark an unique cultural resource.  

The Gala’s International Food Tasting will feature food from Flushing’s finest eateries including: ARISU and Mulan (stunning Korean/Japanese and Chinese restaurants at Queens Crossing Mall), Bourbon Street (American/Cajun), Cascon Bakery, Deluge at Sheraton LaGuardia East (International cuisine), Kane’s Diner (classic diner fare), London Lennie’s Seafood Restaurant, Long Island High School’s Culinary Program Students, and Mellie’s (dim sum and seafood).
WHEN: 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 at 6 p.m.
WHERE:
Flushing Town Hall


137-35 Northern Boulevard


Flushing, NY


WHY:
Flushing Town Hall offers ticket holders the opportunity to see world-class performers of the highest caliber in a more intimate setting than they’d ever normally find them in. Flushing Town Hall strives to book artists that can be found in much larger and more expensive venues throughout the world, in order to give the community the one of a kind experience of seeing them up close and personal. 2009 is Flushing Town Hall’s 30th Anniversary year, and they are wrapping up the year by offering the community art of the highest level of quality from around the world right at their doorstep.
Flushing Council on Culture and the Arts (FCCA) is a revitalizing force for its community, and a creative catalyst for developing and promoting the arts throughout the Borough of Queens in New York City. Each year, FCCA presents an array of high-quality visual and performing arts programs and educational activities at Flushing Town Hall (which it operates on behalf of the City of New York), as well as providing vital services to local artists, arts organizations and community residents. FCCA is a member of New York City’s Cultural Institution Group and an Affiliate Member of the Smithsonian Institution. FCCA is located at 137-35 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11354. 

For information, visit: www.flushingtownhall.org, or call the Box Office: (718) 463-7700, ext. 222. 
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