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APRIL EVENTS AT FLUSHING TOWN HALL

EXHIBITION

The Flushing Remonstrance: Who Shall Plead for Us?
Saturday, April 10, 2010 - Sunday, May 9, 2010

Gallery Hours: Saturdays and Sundays, 12-5 p.m.

Suggested Donation: $5/Members free

Penned in 1657, the Flushing Remonstrance was a bold petition protesting religious intolerance. The exhibition includes historical images, documents, narrative panels and artwork inspired by the theme of freedom produced by JHS 189 art students under the direction of arts specialist Meri Ezratty. The Remonstrance exhibition is made possible by Queens Borough President, Hon. Helen M. Marshall, Arthur Flug, The Harriet and Kenneth Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center and Archives, and Queensborough Community College. Curated by Susan Kathryn Hefti.

PERFORMANCE
Tellin’ on the Downbeat: John Blake Quartet & Charlotte Blake Alston
Saturday, April 17, 2010, 2:15 p.m. (Ages 6 and up)

$12/$10 Members & Students with I.D.; $8 Children/$6 Member Children

Meet the Artists following the performance

The magic of storytelling and the compelling sounds of jazz. Includes engaging renditions of children’s songs and stories, including How the Raccoon Got His Dinner, a humorous African-American folktale where each animal gets a musical theme. John Blake, Jr. has, over the last thirty years, attained a unique position as one of the premier mainstream jazz violinists and music educators in the world. Blake is a four-time winner of Down Beat Critics’ Poll for “Talent Deserving Wide Recognition”. John frequently performs with his sister, noted storyteller, narrator, and singer Charlotte Blake Alston, who breathes life into traditional and contemporary stories from the African and African-American traditions as well as hosting Carnegie Hall’s preschool concert series “Carnegie Kids.”

WORKSHOP

Interactive Arts: Secrets of Storytelling
Saturday, April 17, 2010, 1 p.m. (Ages 6 and up)

$4 adults/$2 children/free for members with ticket purchase to 2:15 pm show

Ever wonder how a single storyteller can bring an entire story full of unique characters to life? Master storyteller Charlotte Blake Alston will share how to use your voice, facial expressions, and body movement to tell a great tale.

PERFORMANCE

World Jazz: Celebration of Fiddle Music from Africa to America, featuring John Blake and Friends
Saturday, April 17, 2010, 8 p.m.

$20/$16 Members/$10 Students with I.D. Package Price: $75/$65 Members (Table for 2, Wine & snacks, Meet the Artists, signed CD)

An inspiring musical journey of spirituals, work songs, blues, and modern jazz that will highlight the incredible relationship between African-Americans and the fiddle, from West African single-string instruments to traditional European fiddles. Featuring John Blake, Jr., Violin and African Fiddle; Diane Monroe, Violin and African Fiddle, Sumi Tonooka, Piano; Boris Kozlov, Bass; Harry “Butch” Reed, Drums; Doc Gibbs, Percussion, and Charlotte Blake-Alston, African Fiddle and Vocals.

FESTIVAL

Jazz & Poetry Day
Saturday, April 24, 2010, 2 p.m.

FREE

Queens is the "Home of Jazz" and what goes better with jazz than poetry! Everyone is welcome to come celebrate our local jazz history at Flushing Town Hall and enjoy jazz performances and poetry readings by students throughout Queens. The public is encouraged to either bring a poem to share or get inspired during our ongoing poetry writing workshops throughout the afternoon.
WORKSHOP

An Open Workshop of Marymere, A Chamber Opera by Matthew Schickele, FCCA Composer in Residence
Sunday, April 25, 2010 at 2 p.m.

FREE

In 1888 an odd, quiet man named John Sargent moved from Maine to Wyoming with his business partner and his family. Within a few years he was penniless and alone: he was suspected of murdering both his wife and partner, and his children had been removed from his care. He left. Later John Sargent returned to Jacksons Hole with a new bride. Edith enjoyed sunbathing nude, sitting in trees, and playing violin, often all at once. This strange couples brief, troubled time in the shadow of the Teton Mountains is the subject of the new chamber opera Marymere. The story centers on Edith Sargent and her struggle to live in an unfamiliar place with a sad, possibly dangerous man.

A composer and the guitarist of an old-time string band, Matt Schickele uses the talents of both folk and classical musicians to tell the story of an unusual pair, out of place in America’s last frontier.

Flushing Council’s Spring 2010 season is made possible by generous support from:  NEA, NYSCA, DCA, Queens Borough President, Hon. Helen M. Marshall, PennPAT, Roslyn Savings Foundation, Dominick and Rose Ciampa Family Foundation, Jim Henson Foundation, Con Edison, Con Edison Musician Residency Program, a program of NYC Performing Arts Spaces, HSBC Bank, USA, TD Bank, Target, Harriet and Kenneth Kupferberg Resource Center and Archives, St. Luke’s Chamber Ensemble, George Wein’s CareFusion Jazz Festival New York, Arthur Flug, Queensborough Community College.
Flushing Council on Culture and the Arts (FCCA) is a revitalizing force for its community, and a creative catalyst for developing and promoting the arts throughout the Borough of Queens in New York City. Each year, FCCA presents an array of high-quality visual and performing arts programs and educational activities at Flushing Town Hall (which it operates on behalf of the City of New York), as well as providing vital services to local artists, arts organizations and community residents. FCCA is a member of New York City’s Cultural Institution Group and an Affiliate Member of the Smithsonian Institution. FCCA is located at 137-35 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11354. 

For information, visit: www.flushingtownhall.org, or call the Box Office: (718) 463-7700, ext. 222. 
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