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Flushing Town Hall Celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month with José Limón Celebration Day 
Sunday, September 27, 2009

2 to 5 pm

Free

Flushing, NY – On September 27, 2009 from 2 to 5 pm, visitors to Flushing Town Hall will experience the life of one of America’s greatest choreographers at José Limón Celebration Day.  The day has been organized by Flushing Town Hall in honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, and includes an interactive telling of Limón’s life story developed specifically for young audiences, a repeated biographical film showing, and participating workshops that highlight his unique dance vocabulary and techniques.
José Arcadio Limón (1908 – 1972) was a pioneering modern dancer and choreographer born in Mexico. Limón moved to New York City in 1928 where he studied and performed with Doris Humphrey and Charles Weidman. Ten years after he began dancing, Limón premiered his first major choreographic work Danzas Mexicanos. He was drafted in 1943 and served several years in the United States Army Special Services. When the war ended, Limón founded The José Limón Dance Company in 1946 with Doris Humphrey as artistic director. In 1947, The José Limón Dance Company had its debut performance at New York’s Belasco Theater. The New York Times hailed as Limón “the finest male dancer of his time” and favorably reviewed the choreographic works of both Limón and Humphrey. Some of the classic works Limón created are There is a Time, The Moor’s Pavane, Psalm, Misso Brevis, and A Choreographic Offering.
Limón died of cancer in 1972, but his company continued, becoming the first modern dance company to survive its founder’s death. Now led by Carla Maxwell, who worked closely with Limón before becoming artistic director in 1978, the company celebrated its 60th anniversary in 2006. The company expanded its reach during the 1980’s and 1990’s. In 1985, the Limón Institute was formed as a component of the José Limón Dance Foundation to oversee the licensing of Limón dances and to offer classes in Limón Technique. In 1994, the company established a formal presence in San Jose, California, performing annually and conducting education and outreach activities. When on tour, the company conducts programs including master classes teaching Limón style and repertory, workshops, lectures and pre and post performance talks that educate participants in Limón history and tradition. The achievements of the Limón Dance Foundation include inaugurating the U.S. State Department’s International Exchange Program with a tour to South America in 1954. The company became the first dance company to perform at Lincoln Center, in Philharmonic Hall. In 2008, the José Limón Foundation received the National Medal of Arts, and was recognized for its innovative contributions to American modern dance for over half a century.
The schedule for José Limón Celebration Day is as follows:

2:00 pm          
Introduction and Welcome by Carla Maxwell, Artistic Director, José Limón Dance Company, and Ellen Kodadek, Executive and Artistic Director, Flushing Town Hall.

Demonstration of principles and movement. The José Limón Dance Company’s upcoming performance Moor’s Pavane at Flushing Town Hall on October 24, 2009 will be highlighted.
2:15 pm           Limón documentary DVD and Repertory DVD start and alternate  


showing throughout the afternoon.
2:30 pm           Informal movement class—separate classes for older/younger participants.

3:00 pm           Children’s book reading of Limón, Born to Dance for all ages. 
3:30 pm          
Re-Introduction and welcome by Carla Maxwell, Artistic Director, José Limón Dance Company, and Ellen Kodadek, Executive and Artistic Director, Flushing Town Hall. 
Demonstration of principles and movement. The José Limón Dance Company’s upcoming performance Moor’s Pavane at Flushing Town Hall on October 24, 2009, will be highlighted.
4:00 pm           Informal movement class – separate classes for older/younger participants.
4:30 pm           Children’s book reading of Limón, Born to Dance for all ages.
The José Limón Celebration Day program is made possible with generous support from the New York State Council on the Arts, a State Agency; New York City Department of Cultural Affairs; Con Edison; TD Bank; HSBC Bank, USA; and Roslyn Savings Foundation.

Flushing Council on Culture and the Arts (FCCA) is a revitalizing force for its community, and a creative catalyst for developing and promoting the arts throughout the Borough of Queens in New York City. Each year, FCCA presents an array of high-quality visual and performing arts programs and educational activities at Flushing Town Hall (which it operates on behalf of the City of New York), as well as providing vital services to local artists, arts organizations and community residents. FCCA is a member of New York City’s Cultural Institution Group and an Affiliate Member of the Smithsonian Institution. FCCA is located at 137-35 Northern Boulevard, Flushing, NY 11354. For information, visit: www.flushingtownhall.org, or call the box office: (718) 463-7700, ext. 222. 
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